Bright sunny skies and warm humid conditions greeted the field of 160 players for the
35th Anniversary of the Russell Vale Open

Welcome to the March 2021 issue of The Vale Newsletter.
Many thanks to all those volunteers involved in the successful running of the 35th playing of The Russell
Vale Open (sponsored by Allotrac) and the 35th anniversary of the first Club competition held at Russell
Vale Golf Course.
Thanks to Alan Sellers and the golf management team for operation of the Open on 13 March and to
Earle Canvin and Allotrac for their generous sponsorship. Work has commenced on organizing the 2022
Open and there will be announcements regarding next year’s Open in the second half of this year.
It was pleasing to see and talk to a number of the Club's Steering Committee members on 13th March and
to witness the ceremonial re-enactment of the first golf game played on the course. Arthur Watts, who
first teed off 35 years ago, played a similar shot on Saturday 13th March from the 11th tee.
Pennants: Thanks to all those members who represented the Club in the Men’s 2021 Pennant season
and congratulations to the Juniors in making the Final to be played on 28 March @ Kiama Golf Club.
Best of luck to all those members competing in the Ladies Pennants, which recently started…Gold
Team had a first up win.
Proposed Clubhouse Renovations: Planning work with Bell Corp Project Management on the proposed
upgrade to the Clubhouse facilities has reached the members’ consultation phase. Members are invited
to an Information Session on Wednesday 31 March 2021 @ 6:00pm in the Clubhouse to view and
provide any feedback on the set of design plans and related 3-D images. Board members will be in
attendance to lead the information session with representatives from Bell Corp.
Drink Prices & Membership Fees for 2021/22: The Board has recently made decisions on the annual
review of drink prices and membership fees for 2021/22, after taking into consideration a number of
issues:
Drink Prices: The Club has not increased drink prices on beer and wine since March 2020 and, as there
has been only one excise duty increase in the past 12 months, the Board agreed to not change beer and
wine prices and leave them at the current level.
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Membership Fees for 2021/22: The Board agreed that membership fees for 2021/22 will revert back to the
fee structure for 2019/20 and, for this year, any member’s outstanding bar credit at the end of June 2021
will roll over into the new financial year.

Phillip Peace
President

Matthew Mitchell, winner of the Russell Vale Open receiving his trophy from Club Member Earle Canvin
from Allotrac.
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Matthew Mitchell enjoying a cold beer after his winning gross score of 54 in the Open. Congratulations!!!

March has been our big month celebrating the 35th anniversary of the first competition game at Russell
Vale together with the 35th anniversary of the first Men's Open.
The Club organised for some of the original members of the Steering Committee who formed the Russell
Vale Golf & Social Club Ltd back in the mid-1980s, to play the 11th hole, which was the 1st hole in that first
competition in March 1986 on the 9-hole golf course.
Photo - L to R: Jim Paterson, Arthur Watts, Mick Welsh, Col Hunt, Bob Jordan, Tom Kerr
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Sponsor of the April Men's Monthly Medal

A big thank you to Bob Jordan for his Patron's Day Sponsorship

Juniors News
2021 Encourage Shield: The Juniors Encourage Shield Team had their last match in the competition
round against Wollongong cancelled due to bad weather. The team ended the four rounds on top of the
leaderboard – a great effort. The team will now play in the Final against Kiama at Kiama Golf Club
on Sunday 28 March 2021, tee off 10am.
The Vale Encourage Shield team includes Marcus Liackman (Captain), Murray Gray, Cameron Welsh,
Joshua Keir, Matthew Marton and William Hiscox.
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Veterans News
The March Monthly Veterans Medal was won by Paul Grey with a net score of 60. Good to see Paul back
and recapturing his form. Vicki Jerome scored a fine net 63.
The Veterans Open day for March saw a good field with showers during the day. Obviously the weather
was not an issue for Greg Hand, the winner on 42 Stableford points. Maybe handicaps will be reviewed!
The women’s event was won by Janice Duggan, scoring a fine 37 Stableford points.
Thanks to the Veterans who responded to the mail out regarding the Trevor Bell Shield. The Club will now
be able to field a team. Special thanks go to Steve Watson for coordinating the team. Let’s hope the team
may be able to bring the Shield to The Vale.
Just a reminder that the Veterans circuit on Tuesdays is in full swing with games at Wollongong, Kiama,
The Vale and The Grange. Port Kembla also have games scheduled for Thursdays.
Les Beauchamp

WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU..............
Do you have an interesting story to share about your club? Perhaps a great achievement or an incredible
volunteer?
We are always on the lookout for stories for our newsletter.
Email your details and we will be in touch. If your story is published, you will receive two Titleist golf balls.

MYSTERY PHOTO COMPETITION
A poor response to our mystery photo competition. It is always our intention to provide matters which may
be of interest or involvement for our members.
The competition closes on Saturday 27th March so it’s not too late.
To date, the best entry received is 3 from 7 of the current directors whose photo appear on the page. See
if you can better that before Saturday!
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